Soldiers 

of White Capitalism 


Mercenaries: some call them hired kill¬ 
ers, others romanticize them as "soldiers 
of fortune", but Major Mike Williams de¬ 
fines mercenaries as "journeymen". "They 
work at a trade that they have learned in 
the military... Some mercenaries do this 
for money, others do it for ideals." 
Williams should know. He served as a mer¬ 
cenary for twb years in what was then 
called "Rhode&ia". 

"Major Mike" as he is called by his 
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by Konrad Ege 


friends and admirers made his statement at 
a Soldier of Fortune Convention which was 
held from September 26-29, 1980 in Colum¬ 
bia, Missouri. The convention was orga¬ 
nized by Soldier of Fortune magazine and 
labeled "a gesture of good will from the 
magazine towards its readers." Soldier of 
Fortune , or SoF , presents itself as "The 
Journal of Professional Adventurers". It 
is published monthly and claims a circu¬ 
lation of over 170,000. 



The convention featured events like a 
shooting match, knife throwing demonstra¬ 
tions , airborne operations plus the usual 
cocktail hour and banquet (the official 
schedule of events recommended that par¬ 
ticipants wear "camouflage fatigues, mil¬ 
itary or police uniform or appropriate 
civilian dress"). 

It was the first convention SoF had or¬ 
ganized. Usually the magazine limits it¬ 
self to reporting about mercenary activi¬ 
ties around the world, fighting techiques, 
U.S. exploits during the war in Vietnam 
and new weapons on the market. Other fea¬ 
tures over the last year included inter¬ 
views with CIA agent Brian Crozier; Ulrich 
Wegener, the commander of West Germany's 
"anti-terror" squad GSG 9; and Lt. Col. 
Alfonso Villa, the CIA-trained head of the 
late Anastasio Somoza's Office of National 
Security. 

SoF particularly glorifies the achieve¬ 
ments of U.S. mercenaries in what was once 
Rhodesia. The articles are lively, in a 
military jargon (in SoF you don't read "it 
was half past six" but "it was 0630 
hours") and written in a deliberately 
macho style. Take the example of the fea¬ 
ture "Vigilante !", an article about an 
"anti-stock theft force on a Rhodesian 
ranch" in the April 1979 issue. Roger L. 
Barnes writes about "hunting down" some 
"cattle thieves": "... the thieves took 
off closely followed by a hail of automat¬ 
ic fire. One was dropped with a full load 
of buckshot in the back of his head, an¬ 
other went down with a 7.62 round in his 
hip... he collected two more in his chest 
and had five minutes to live. Another took 
a round in his gut... he wouldn't make it 
either..." 

The keynote speaker at the SoF conven¬ 
tion in Columbia was Robin Moore, another 
mercenary who fought with the deposed rac¬ 
ist regime in "Rhodesia". He was intro¬ 
duced by Major Mike: "Robin’s exploits in 
Rhodesia were well received by everybody 
except goats, cows, pigs, chickens" — 
someone in the audience yelled: "Andrew 
Young" — Williams retorted: "exactly... 
Robin could best be termed as the champion 
of waring and whoring throughout the 
world..." 

Robin Moore did his best to live up to 
that introduction. For most of his speech, 
he praised himself and promoted his latest 
book. The Crippled Eagles which he has 
written as a "story of all the men that 
came from all over the Western world to 


join the battle against communism over 
there in Rhodesia." Moore told the story 
of how he started the "Crippled Eagles 
Club" in Salisbury for the white mercenar¬ 
ies that were fighting in the Rhodesian 
Army, which was "the last great foreign 
legion until the next one which will un¬ 
doubtedly be in South Africa." 

Moore didn't spare the sexist and racist 
remarks ("What's such a big deal about 
shooting a gook..." and offered his polit¬ 
ical opinions: "I pray that we bring in 
Ronald, Reagan who takes what I consider to 
be a totally healthy approach towards gov¬ 
ernment, towards war..." The next day, 
Moore was expelled from the conference by 
SoF publisher Robert Brown: "Unfortunate¬ 
ly, convention and customs does not permit 
one to punch out a speaker in the middle 
of his address. I was thoroughly embar¬ 
rassed by Moore's remarks. For‘the rec¬ 
ord, we at Soldier of Fortune disasso¬ 
ciate ourselves from the racial opinions 
of Robin Moore. I don't think anyone 
should be surprised that we should do so." 
Brown emphasized that the most important 
struggle is the fight against communism, 
which, he says, is carried out by "men of 
all races." 

When one reads SoF , it is hard to imag¬ 
ine that publisher Brown would expell 
someone for racist statements. The maga¬ 
zine is full of them. Its June 1980 issue, 
for-example, features an article "Silent 
Invasion" which is subtitled "U.S. Has 
Hands Tied in Confronting the Brown Peril, 
Mexican Illegals." Moreover, the articles 
on "Rhodesia" and Indochina are soaked 
with at times open but more often subtle 
racism. 

But then, Robert Brown seems to be try¬ 
ing to get away from that image. At the 
SoF convention, Brown gave a grandiose 
speech on'the "state of the national de¬ 
fense." He complained about lack of ade¬ 
quate training in the U.S. Army ("Un¬ 
trained soldiers, ladies and gentlemen, 
die.") and the low intelligence of present 
recruits: "Combat demands intelligence. 

The men who do not have it [lowering his 
voice dramatically"] die." Brown went on to 
complain about lack of governmental spend¬ 
ing for the military and about "weakness" 
towards the Soviet Union. " There are two 
areas of the world that are opposing the 
communists with guns in their hands... One 
is Angola, where Dr. Savimbi's UNITA is 
fighting the MPLA and the Russian surro¬ 
gates, the Cubans; the second is Afghani- 
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stan. In neither case are we supplying * 
them with a dollar or with a bullet.'* But 
SoF i9 trying to make up for the gap: "We 
at Soldier of Fortune recently started an 
Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund... We're not 
messing around. We 'are collecting money 
to buy them bullets and medical supplies 
... All this money will be delivered di¬ 
rectly to the Afghan rebel leaders." 

This fund, at best, borders on the il¬ 
legal, and could easily be termed a viola¬ 
tion of the Neutrality Act. Browns says 
that the FBI has investigated SoF in the 
past to find out whether it was engaged 
in recruiting mercenaries. That has made 
Brown careful, and now he is cautious to 
.•say that he is only "providing informa¬ 
tion" about mercenary job opportunities. 
For example, an ad in one of the back is¬ 
sues: "BE A MAN AMONG MEN. THE RHODESIAN 
ARMY OFFERS YOU AN INTERESTING AND VARIED 
CAREER WITH NEW ALLOWANCES FOR FIGHTING 
TROOPS", which gave a Salisbury address, 
is not considered recruiting in legal 
terms. 

There are a variety of items you can buy 
from SoF advertisers: Books (How to Kill . 
Vol.1-4, Techniques of Harassment , and on 
issues ranging from knife fighting and 
Combat shooting to "histories" of the 
Vietnam war), weapons (including guns, 
poison, knives, garrotes), T-shirts (with 
text: "Nuke Iran", "Airborne: Death from 
Above", "Mercenaries do it for Money") and 
other clothing items and toys for would-be 
mercenaries. Many Nazi Items are adver¬ 
tized: Records with fascist German songs 
and anti-semitic speeches by German Nazi 
leaders, Nazi insignia, SS caps, SS belt 
buckles and similar items. Other ads urge 
readers to join white supremacist groups. 

Robert Brown says he makes no apologies 
for the fact that he supports the "image 
of the warrior." "We are pro-military, 
pro-law enforcement, pro-cop, pro-gun own¬ 
ership, anti-dope" and, one should add, 
flaming anti-communist. Said Major Mike: 
"We are proud of zapping a lot of commu¬ 
nists all over the world... it is a mar¬ 
velous activity." • 

At the SoF Convention, Brown wanted to 
underscore SoF*8 anti-communist nature by 
giving an award to "a man who saw literal¬ 
ly thousands of his men die because of 
communist invasion, communist tyranny... 
to a man who fought for freedom in South¬ 
east Asia for many years..." The man is 
Major General Vang Pao, who was listed in 
the official program as a former Laotian 
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general who fought against Laotian commu¬ 
nists "as well as the Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese." 

In praising Vang Pao, Brown forgot one 
essential point. The general was very much 
involved in heroin trafficking from the 
Golden Triangle and a principal ClA agent 
in.Lads. In his book Air America (which is 
reviewed favorably in SoF) , Christopher 
Robbins writes about Vang Pao: 

"From the very beginning of the secret 
war in Laos, Vang Pao was the sort of 
man the CIA needed.... VP, as the Ameri¬ 
cans called him... quickly rose to the 
rank of major in the Laotian army and 
was made commander of Meo self-defense 
forces in the Plain of Jars. These vol¬ 
unteer irregulars went unpaid for 
months at a time because VP pocketed 
\their salaries... But he was to prove an 
able leader of the Meo, and the CIA 
chose to turn a blind eye on his drug 
smuggling activities despite a report 
from the U.S. Bureau of Narcotics irt 
1971 that he had financed an attempt... 
to smuggle sixty kilos of high-grade 
Laotian heroin worth $13.5 million on 
the street into France... The heroin had 
been refined in a laboratory in Long 
Tieng, VP's base^ for the secret array and 
CIA HQ in northern Laos." 

Robbins goes on to say that the CIA had 
helped Vang Pao buy the airline which flew 
the dope from Long Tieng to Vientiane. 

Vang Pao's and the CIA's role in heroin 
smuggling is also documented in Alfred 
McCoy's book The Politics of Heroin in 
Southeast Asia . Vang Pao became rich ,in 
the course of the war. Today, he lives on 
a 400-acre ranch in the Bitter Route Val¬ 
ley in Montana. 

The Columbia convention was termed a 
success by the participants, even though 
most people who attended (in spite of 
their camouflage fatigues) were not the 
type of people — mercenaries — SoF usu¬ 
ally features. When Robert Brown was asked 
how many out of the 700 conventioneers 
were "real" mercenaries, he replied: "Damn 
few." But nevertheless, the participants 
at the convention were told repeatedly of 
their importance. Said Robin Moore:"We are' 
what's left of a nucleus of Americans who 
are dedicated, who will fight, who'are not 
afraid to die... We could, if necessary, 
if it came to that, be the hard core nu¬ 
cleus of.what it takes to save t£is coun¬ 
try if we get down to such tough a situa¬ 
tion." , 



That was the main message of the conven¬ 
tion speeches: Save America, fight commu¬ 
nism; and that strengthening of this "hard 
core nucleus" might be the most important^ 
function SoF magazine performs today. 
Judging from the number of ads in SoF , the 
hiring of mercenaries is not taking place 
on a large scale through SoF today. Still, 
Robin Moore sums up: " SoF is the only ral¬ 
lying point we have today... Brown is giv¬ 
ing us a forum to stay in touch with each 
other... He has indeed created a forum 
perhaps even he doesn't know the value of. 
The forum that we represent is indeed 
unique." 

According to its own survey, SoF reader- 
ship isn't all that unique. 27.9 percent 
of its subscribers are in the military, 
16.3 percent are in law enforcement, and 8 
percent work for other government agen¬ 
cies. 21.3 percent say they ar£ profes¬ 
sionals, and 17.3 percent craftsmen. 99.7 
percent of SoF subscribers are male. In¬ 
come distribution is as follows: 33.2 per¬ 
cent earn $15,000 to 24,999 a year; 23.9 
percent make $10,000 to $14,999, and 13.6 
percent make between $25,000 and $34,999. 
More than half of the subscribers are vet¬ 
erans, and 36.5 percent are Vietnam veter¬ 
ans. Many of the Columbia convention par¬ 
ticipants were Vietnam vets, and said that 
SoF was "almost their only forum." 

A distinguished characteristic of SoF 
readers is that they are heavily armed: 
86.7 percent own handguns, over 80 percent 
own knives and rifles, and 71.1 percent 
own shotguns. That might be where the real 
significance of SoF lies: The magazine is 
a rallying point for the armed extreme 
rightwing and the promoters of an all- 
white, imperial America. At SoF , they can 
learn about new weapons and where to buy 
them; new fighting techniques and where to 
get training. Soldier of Fortune promotes 
and organizes racism, imperialism, and 
sexism. It is an instrument to get people 
ready for war, whether it is World War III 
or a mercenary war in a Third World 
country. In the U.S., SoF is directed 
against anything that doesn't fit into 


their America, and in spite of the at 
times ridiculously dramatic macho-military 
style, SoF is not something to joke about. 
It is an integral part of the extreme 
rightwing movement in the U.S. 

The unhampered activities of SoF is an¬ 
other example of the way justice is pro¬ 
moted by the U.S. Justice Department. Sec¬ 
tion 960 of Title 18 of the U.S. Code says 
"whoever, within the United States know¬ 
ingly ... provides or prepares a means 
for, or takes part in, any military or na¬ 
val expedition or enterprise... against 
the territory... of any foreign... state, 
... or people with whom the United States 
is at peace shall be fined not more than 
$3,000 or imprisoned not more than 3 
years or both." In the past, courts have 
viewed that law as prohibiting virtually 
any association with individuals using 
armed force against a country with whom 
the U.S. is at peace. 

There are numerous cases where mercenar¬ 
ies have violated this law. And by all de¬ 
finitions, through its Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund, SoF is in direct violation 
of the law. As Robert Brown himself has 
stated, money from the fund is used "to 
buy bullets and medical supplies" and is 
"delivered directly to the Afghan rebel 
leaders." 

A Justice Department investigation into, 
that fund appears unlikely, especially 
given the fact that another U.S. govern¬ 
ment agency, the CIA (contrary to what 
Robert Brown is saying; see CounterSpy , 
vol.4 no.2 and vol.4 no.3) is likewise 
supplying the rebels. When the. Interests 
of a right wing group like SoF and the 
U.S. government converge to such a degree 
that the actions of one enhance the ac¬ 
tions of the other, the likelihood of gov¬ 
ernment playing a restraining role is nil. 
The people of the U.S. can look only to 
themselves and their organizations to 
struggle against racism, sexism and im¬ 
perialism inherent in the work of SoF. 
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